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and territory of Lagos were ceded to Great
Britain by the local king and from that
time until 1866 it was administered as a
crown colony. In 1866 it was associated with
Sierra Leone, in 1874 was connected with
the Gold Coast, and in 1886 again became
a separate crown colony. In 1906 it was
united with Southern Nigeria in the Pro-
tectorate of Southern Nigeria, which in
1914 became a part of the Colony and Pro-
tectorate of Nigeria.

Lagos, town, Nigeria, West Africa, in the
territory of Lagos, is situated on an island
which is connected by bridges with the
mainland. It is one of the most important
towns in West Africa. The town is the seat
of the central government; p. about 73,000.

Lagrange, Joseph Louis, Count (1736-
1813), French mathematician, was born in
Turin. In 1776 he was appointed by Fred-
erick the Great to succeed Euler as director
of the Berlin Academy, a post which he held
for twenty years. In 1786 he removed to
Paris and in 1797, on the establishment of
the Ecole Polytechnique, was made profes-
sor there. Before going to Berlin he had
completed his Calcul ties variations (1762),
and after his return to Paris he published his
great work, the Micanique analytique (1788).
Most of the great developments of last cen-
tury find their source in his work. An ex-
cellent edition of Lagrange's works, (Euvres
Completes de Lagrange, edited by Serret and
Darboux, was published in 14 vols. (1867-
92).

La Grippe. See Influenza.

F. H. La Guardia
Mayor of New York City.

La Guardia, Fiorello H. (1882- ),
lawyer and mayor, was born in New York
City. At twenty he was appointed to serve
with the America Consulate in Austria Hun-

gary and stationed at Trieste and Budapest
(1901-1904) and at Fiume (1904-1906). Re-
turning to New York City he studied law and
was from 1915 to 1917 a Deputy Attorney
General of New York State. He served in
Congress in 1915-1917 and again in 1922-
1933. In 1919, though a Republican, he was
elected President of the Board of Aldermen
to succeed Alfred E. Smith, who became Gov-
ernor. Twice a candiate for Mayor of New
York City, in 1929 and 1933, he was elected
in the latter year as the candidate of the Re-
publican and the City Fusion parties, on a
ticket pledging reform. In Congress he was a
steadfast opponent of the Republican Old
Guard and a frequent critic of the policies of
Herbert Hoover. During the World War he
was an Air Corps officer. Rc-elcctcd Mayor,
1937, 1941; directed civilian defense in 1941.
La Guayra, chief port of Venezuela, is sit-
uated on a narrow strip of land between
the sea and the mountains, 8 m. from Cara-
cas. In 1903 the fort was bombarded by the
British and German fleets to enforce the set-
tlement of claims against the government of
Venezuela; p. about 12,000.
Laguna, province, Luzon, Philippine Is-
lands, with an area, including four small de-
pendent islands, of 752 sq. m. It is one of
the most fertile of the provinces, producing
sugar-cane, rice, corn, cotton, tobacco, in-
digo, cocoanuts, betel nuts, fruits, and veg-
etables. The capital is Santa Cruz, at the
mouth of Santa Cruz River; p. 197,000.
La Habana, province, Cuba, in the western
part, stretching from the Gulf of Mexico to
the Caribbean Sea and lying between Pinar
del Rio and Matanzas; area 3,170 sq. m. It
is the most populous and important of the
provinces. The capital is Havana; p. 783,014.
La Hague. See Hague.
Lahore. Capital of district of same name,
on 1. bk. of the Ravi. It is the railway cen-
ter of the province. Its carpets and silk and
woolen goods are noted. Lahore's era of
splendor was co-incident with the reign of
Akbar (1556-1605). The Sikhs took it in
1758, and later Ranjit Singh became master
of the Punjab. A period of anarchy followed
his death in 1839. In 1846 the British Coun-
cil of Regency was established, and in 1849
the young maharajah transferred the govern-
ment of the Punjab to the East Indian Com-
pany. Lahore thenceforth became the capital
of a British province; p. including suburbs
281,781.
Laidlaw, William (1780-1845), friend and
amanuensis of Sir Walter Scott, born at